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PREFACE. 



The sentiments expressed in the 
following pages have but little claim to 
originality. If they should be found to 
be conveyed in an inviting form to the 
youthful Reader, and enable him better 
to withstand the specious arguments of 
a dangerous class of writers, who appeal 
to the reason, and intellectual powers, of 
Young Men, the object of the writer 
will be fully attained. 
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COLLOQUY I. 
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COLLOQUY L 



At the close of a fine bright day in 
June, two friends, of congenial minds, 
were walking together on the western 
bank of a beautiful valley, for the plea- 
sure of , enjoying picturesque scenery, 
and the refreshing influences of a sum- 
mer's evening. The sun had just sunk 
below the horizon, and the great lumi- 
nary of night was rising in all her 
majesty : fresh stars were every minute 
spangling the vast expanse of the firma- 
ment ; and the general silence was only 
broken by the distant sheep-bells. 
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Theofhilus and his friend were 
pausing over the scene around, above, 
and beneath them, when the former 
observed, " I can conceive that it was 
at such a moment as this King David 
exclaimed, * When I consider Thy hea- 
vens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon 
and the stars, which Thou hast ordained, 
what is man, that. Thou art mindful of 
him? and the son of man that Thou 
visitest him P' — Psalm viii., 3—4 : and I 
believe that many a saint, in every age, 
has joined in the sentiment of the ro*yal 
Psalmist, when devoutly impressed with 
amazement and gratitude that the same 
Divine Artificer of this overwhelming 
scene of J^astness and beauty, should have 
condescended to exert His influences of 
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providence and grace for the recovery of 
man from his falle# condition." 



"Alas!" replied Timotheus, the friend 
of Theophilus, " those same contempla- 
tions of the vastness and sublimity of the 
universe, have tended to harden the evil 
heart of unbelief, in those dcvho will not 
believe that the great Creator of all things 
has ever had any especial care of the 
human race, either in regard to their 
bodily or their spiritual state ; but that 
mankind are as. obedient to some general 
law as the worm that perisheth. Such 
men do not feel bound to believe any 
thing which is not within the scope of 

their perception, their reason, or their 
comprehension." 
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* 

Theophilus. — " What a dark and 
dismal world this laust be to such 
reasoners ! Evidences oT the permission 
of evil constantly before them, but no 
remedy provided! What a puzzle to 
them^ to witness, human suffering in 
every shape, besides the wretched 
consequence^ of vice, depravity, and 
selfishness ; and all this deformity in 
the human character rendered still more 
conspicuous to them, when contrasted 
with the i)eauties of creation, as they 
present themselves in the forests, plains, 
and waters, each teeming with life, — life 
exhibited in the most graceful and 
gorgeous forms of vegetable nature ; 
the lower animals, too, fulfilling the 
objects of their creation, and swerving 
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not from the laws which maintain their 
existence and their happiness. 

TiMOTHEus. — " These difficulties, my 
dear friend, and many more, must be 
constantly presenting themselves, until 
the li^ht of God's revealed word is 
permitted, by His grace, to shine upon 
the heart.. I have often felt that God's 
dealings with man, being emanations 
from the- Infinite, can never be fully 
comprehended by finite beings, and, 
ther^efore, that the gift of Faith, and 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may 
have been vouchsafed as compensation 
for the limited and imperfect condition 
of our powers. Both reason and reve- 
lation lead us to believe that there are 
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beings less in need of Divine assistance, 
— angels of light, — requiring not such 
help." 

Theophilus-— " Not only do I concur 
with you in this belief, but I can imagine 
that angelic beings may be qpdowed 
•with such faculties as may exempt them 
from the conditions of time, space, and 
number. Even certain physical laws 
and discoveries appear to shadow forth 
something independent of time, space, 
and number; indeed, if the perceptive 
fticulties could be conceived to be free 
from these trammels, 'what light might 
burst upon us ! how clearly might the 
attributes of Deity shine forth I and 
God's dealings with man no longer be 
mysterious ! " 
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TiMOTHEUs. — " What instances in 
human discoveries can you adduce as 
ilhistrations of a condition independent 
of time, space, and number ? " 

Theophilus. — " The rate at which 
electricity can be conducted by man's 
contrivances, although appreciable time 
is connected with it, yet gives us the 
shadowing forth of something which 
appears to defy time. Although the 
discoveries of Astronomy afford us no 
reason to believe that the material 
universe is infinite, yet, the numbers 
of stars are so inconceivably great, and 
the space they occupy so immeasurably 
vast, that we perceive a glimpse of 
something which sets at defiance the 

« 

laws of number and space.'' 
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m 

At this stage of their conversation, 
our friends had reached the habitation 
of Theophilus, who proposed that, as 
it was growing late, they should meet 
the next morning, for the purpose of 
renewing their discussion. 
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COLLOQUY II 



COLLOQUY II. 



When Timotheous entered the library 
of Theophilus, he found his friend 
reading Dr. Buckland's " Bridgewater 
Treatise;" and as he closed the book, 
Theophilus said, " It is quite clear that 
the coal field9 have originated in vast 
submerged forests, which have passed 
through a kind of fermentation under 
the enormous pressure of superincum- 
bent rocks, pit-coal being the result, and 
this, perhaps, millions of years before the 
creation of man. In contemplating the 
successive revolutions which the crust 
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^f this planet has undergone during 

countless, ages before it became a fit 

habitation for mankind, I have been 

struck with the similitude to those 

changes which the moral history of 

- the human race affords, so that the 

physical changes in the earth may, 

perhaps, be regarded as types of the 

^oral revolutions in mankind, each 

tending to a more exalted state, and a 

nearer approach to perfettion." 

TiMOTHEus, — "I have also indulged 
in the pleasures of the imagination, 
whilst reflecting upon some of the 
discoveries of Geological Science. If 
I could conceive the possibility of a 
being, like man, of finite capacity, and 
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great power of reflection, having been 
a witness of those great convulsions, 
which engulphed the vast forests which 
now form our coal fields, I would 
imagine an angel of light having 
addressed him in language like the 
following : — * Behold the devastation 
and ruin which has taken the place 
of the large extent of country which 
you once saw covered with gigantic 
Lepidodendrons, and other wonders of 
the vegetable world! Beneath all that 
desolation lie buried those forests, and 
they are destined to form a material 
which will perform a very important 
part in elevating and civilizing a race 
of beings not yet created.' Such a 
prophecy would have been as little in 
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accordance with the experience and 
opinions of the inditidual to whom it 
was addressed, as many of the predic* 
tions, in the Word of God, are to the 
unaided capacity and limited judgment 
of man. All know how essential the 
existence of pit-coal is, not only 
to the reduction of iron from ore, but 
to the formation of machinery of every 
kind, and also to its propulsion y the 
perfection also of the Printing Press, 
and of locomotion^ are equally depen- 
dant upon coal." 

Theophilus. — '" Your flight of imagi- 
nation, my dear friend, has borne me 
along with you very agreeably, and 
seems to have called to my recollection 
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some former reflections upon the effect 
of number, space, and time on the 
understanding; and to which I made 
some allusion in our conversation 
yesterday. For example — we often 
discover Divine arrangements which are 
entirely at variance with all human 
calculations; for it was highly impro- 
bable that a few humble individuals 
should Christianize the world; because 
number, and all other worldly circum- 
stances, were opposed to them, and the 
history of Christianity proves the mani- 
festation of a Power entirely unlike 
any thing human. We read that Caleb 
and Joshua alone, out of all the Israel- 
ites, fully served the Lord ; in this case# 
number entered not into the Divine 
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arrangements ; so, also, the small number 
of individuals by whom the purity of the 
Christian faith was preserved, did not 
lessen the importance of a pure faith, 
nor prevent its future extension. If we 
could only lose sight of the familiar 
effects of the laws of time, number, and 
space, a^ veil would pass away, and we 
might, perhaps, cease to be amazed at 
this planet, with its denizen man, this 
speck in the universe, engaging the care 
of the Deity, in the wonderful dispensa- 
tions of redemption and grace ; for one 
soul may be as precious as a thousand to 
Hjm, whose doings are not influenced by 
number, time, and space, and whose 
revealed Word informs us, that not a 
sparrow falls to the ground without His 
permission." 
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TiMOTHEUs. — "Your train of reflec- 
tions reminds me how admirably the 
history of God's dealings with the Jews 
is set forth by Archbishop Sumner, in a 
Treatise written by that excellent Prelate 
many years ago, wherein it is shewn, by 
a comparison with the polity of other 
nations, that the Jewish dispensation has 
nothing in common with mere human 
institutions.* I would also recommend 
for your careful perusal, a book, written 
by Mr. Thomas Ragg, of Birmingham,! 



* A Tieatise on the Records of the Creation, and 
the Moral Attributes of the Creator, by John Bird 
Samner, etc. 

t " Creation's Testimony to its God ; or the 
Accordance of Science, Philosophy, and Revelation^ 
by Thomas Ragg, 5 th edition. 
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replete with sound and deep Philosophy, 
and most clearly demonstrating the 
necessity for the Divine revelation which 
the Bible affords/' 

Theophilus, — "I shall read with great 
interest these books, from which you, my 
dear friend, have derived so much plea- 
sure and instruction ; and before we party 
I will read to you a paragraph from an 
Elementary course of Theological Lec- 
tures, by the Rev. W, D. Conybeare, 
delivered in Bristol College, in the year 
1831, 1832, and 1833,# and I am sure 
you will perceive that, as we must all be 

• An Elementary course of Theological Lecti|res, 
by Rev. W. D, Couybeare, M.A.^ F.R.S., 2nd edition, 
page H16, 
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contented, in this mortal state, to see, as 
through a cloud, darkly, those who will 
not believe any thing which they cannot 
comprehend, must remain in a state of 
darkness as to the object of their own 
existence in this world, ana «also . as to 
their future destiny." 

Theophilus then proceeded to read aid 
follows : " Mystery, in fact, is a relative, 
rather than an absolute term. We 
cannot say that any truth is mysterious 
in itself, it is mysterious only to us. To 
reject doctrines, therefore, because they 
are mysterious, is, in eflFect, to deny that 
there is any thing like a gradation in the 
scale of intellectual natures, or to assert 
that we stand so high in that scale, as, in 
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fact, to be omniscient, and, therefore, 
entitled to reject every doctrine which 
we cannot perfectly comprehend, as 
being in itself incomprehensible, and 
impossible." 

TiMOTHEUS. — "Our conversation has 
confirmed in my mind the futility of 
attempting to bring the dispensations of 
the Deity, which are constantly before 
us, within the scope of human reasoning ; 
and I feel more than ever convinced, 
from the very constitution of man, that 
he must receive Divine truths, and 
contemplate Divine operations, with 
child-like humility, and filial reliance, 
and accept, with reverence, the precept 
which He who knew what is in man has 
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left US — * Whosoever shall hot receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child, he 
shall not enter thgrein.' Mark x. 15. 
The doctrine of election, and some other 
subjects revealed to us in the Word of 
God, so difficult to human comprehen- 
sion, will be regarded by me, more than 
ever, as emanations from the Divine 
Mind, far too exalted for our limited 
capacity to grasp, but not the less 
binding upon us, as to their practical 
bearing. 

" We will now, my dear friend Theo- 
philus, bid adieu to each other for the 
present, and hope that we may on some 
future occasion renew our conversation." 

THE E N P . 
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